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SSC/CEM/CEESP Oil Crops Task Force

• Task Force established in 2017 (Resolution 061)

• Currently 26 members, two co-chairs

(with Malika Virah-Sawmy)

• 2018: Publication of Situation Analysis

• 2023: Study on social, environmental and 

nutrition/health contexts of all oil crops –

which futures are better than others and what 

can we do to get there



Where oil crops are grown



Yields



Futures and food systems

• Systems are more 

relevant than crops

• Futures analysis to 

identify desirable state in 

each food system or 

transformation between 

systems

• Determining boundaries between systems is tricky and 

somewhat arbitrary. Expert-driven process (Task Force 

members and other experts)

• Focus on recommendations. How can vegetable oil 

production be more sustainable?



Key narratives

• People need oils and fats. Oils will be produced, 

mostly in the tropics. This is where population growth 

is fastest. More people means more oil production. 

• Vegetable oils are better than animal fats. 

• Tree crops are better than annuals for the 

environment.

• Mixed crops and agroforesty are better for people and 

environment. 

• It is good that the EU sets standards. But India, China 

and Pakistan are major importers…. 

• It is important that we maintain open dialogue with oil 

producing countries, especially smallholder 

producers. 


